) and sits in a bulle tproof glass box at the

{"C Gt 6 L's one page long, 230 years old,

National Archives. Why you might ask is this one

1
\\ C et{ seemingly simple document so important?

What makes this National Treasure a treasure?

a
‘ %1t Most everyone has heard the story about how the 13 colonies decided to
: 66 separate from England. The Declaration of Independence was written, in
‘C Jefferson’s words, "to place before mankind the common sense of the subject, in
t terms so plam and firm as to command their assent, and to justify ourselves in the
independent stand we are compelled to take.” In fact, what he wrote was much more. It was a
declaration of who the signers were, what they believed, and what they still wanted to become. Signing
the Declaration did not make the colonies independent. It would take eight years of war to decide that. Even
as it was being written, the members of the Continental Congress knew they were committing treason against their
King, which would bring the most powerful military force on earth to bear against them. As Congress debated the
subject of independence, an armada of more than 300 ships and 45,000 men were ready to land and strike the rebels
anywhere along the American coast. The British forces with their hired Hessian (German) mercenaries were

already marching across parts of the Northern colonies. When the vote for ndependence was cast on July Znd
1776, John Adams wrote to his wife Abigail,

Tam well aware of the Toil and Blood and Treasure, that it will cost Us to
maintain this Declaration, and support and defend these States. Yet through
all the Gloom I can see the Rays of ravishing Light and Glory. I can see that
the End is more than worth all the Means. And that Posterity will tryumph in
that Days Transaction, even altho We should rue it, which I trust in God We
shall not”.

This well planned and well justified act of defiance became the center of the American character. The words
and the ideas within the Declaration became the blueprint for what the nation was to become. The laws dictated
by the Constitution and the liberties spelled out in the Bill of Rights are born out of it. This is why we celebrate
the day of its adoption by Congress on July 4th every year. We do not look to a military victory or the signing
ofa peace treaty as the day our country was born. We celebrate the day that the future sﬁape of the nation was
declared. While other countries were founded on common ancestry or geography, this country would be built on
ideas. These ideas still bind Americans together today. Not all of the dreams outlined in the Declaration were
realized on that day in 1776; some have yet to be achieved. The goals and ideals laid out are so high that we,
and our children after us, will forever be pursuing those simple, selfevident truths written down for us 230 years
ago.
gPerfm'ps you have not read the Declaration of Independence recently; perhaps you've never read it at all.
Read it this Fourth of July. Print a copy and hang it up where it will be read. Get to know the nation that we
celebrate. The war for independence may have ended in 1783, but the Revolution continues.

BREED'S HILL INSTITUTE

www.breedshill.org
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I CONGRBISS Juis ..
A DECIL ARA TILEON

By Tt REPRESENTATIVES or 2un

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
In GENERAL CONGRESS AsSSEMBLED,

HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceflary for one People to dific HE Dol s .
with another, and to affume among the Powers of the E )th, the fcpar}atc ntnd(1«1::3?1‘1’651::xciolnoligctlvﬁi:];ds ‘]:'hifh llnvc_conncacd them
Nature’s God entitle them, a decent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they thould declare tlt-e A 0!‘ Na_turc gl
to the Separation. b he canfes which impel them
Wre hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal 7 2 3 7 i
unalienable Rights, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit otq HJ’nhit:cﬂlt;j!—e'}[“haartctc:?;:ﬁ:fgdthlc)‘)‘, 1‘?’:‘}: Crca‘mr s
inftituted amopg Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whcncvcr‘ any Form of Government L;c‘ 1gats, (’0"'3,"""“5“‘5 are
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to inftitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fi hef)o»mis deftructive of _‘h,C("
its Powers in fuch Form, as to-them fhall feem moft likely to effed their Safety and Happine(s. Prudence, indeed, ‘will d'&"m' h“nL‘lPICS) and organiziog
tablithed fhould not be changed for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that Mﬂnkind I:-:m’ tv atf;ovemmems long F{’
Is are fufferable, than to right themfelves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train &zi\rl?o(l‘c dipoled to ﬁfﬁ‘cr, bile
ng invariably the famhe Object, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Pelpotifin, it is their Right, it is th§ir Duty, i to tLlll il Ufm’panons, ity
«nd to provide new Guards for their future Security. Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colo;ics; and fuch is}}x&’)xv the rlflw Oﬂ:‘ (uCh,Go"Cmmcf“’
m to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated lv' gceﬂxty e cgnftmms
ving in dire& Objett the Eftablifhment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to gcmd‘dn%}l&lfrl? and Ufarpations, all
s has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceflary for the public Good. St orld.
iz has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs {ufpended i T e
and when fo fufpended, he has utter]ypnegle&cd to attend to them,p e pended in their Operation till his Affent fhould be obtained 3
Fir has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe e AR 5
the Legiflature, a R ight ineftimable to them, and formidable to’Tyr.?nts only. L People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
Hr has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i e
fatiguing them imobCompliaice with his Meafures. Dergiitonyiof Sheit publigiBecords,fifor thefole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for oppefing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Rights of the People
Ir has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby the Legiflative Powers, incaqu.l £ Annihilati
turned to the People at large for their exercife; the State remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion f’rom \f{th s ;rghxla:mn’ have r-
H has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftru&ing the Laws for cI’\«':\tumlization of Foreig out,- o f _OHVu]ﬁons within,
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners s refufing to pafs others
Jas ohirudted the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Aflent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Otfices, and the Amount and Payment of their Salari
g has erected a Multitude of new Offices, and fent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Subf’canl:cs.
I1e has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures. £ £
Hr has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power.
He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdiction foreign to ituti tnowl B :
F;:tcml{‘cd chiﬂa:1;1 ; i j 1] gn to our Conftitution, and unacknowledged by our Laws; giving his Affent to their A&s of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :

hem, by a mock Trial, from Punithment for any Murders which they fhould commit on the Inhabitants of thefe States 3

For protefling t
For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
For depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the fre¢ Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therein an arbitrary Government, and enlarging its Boundarie
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrament for introducing the fame abfolute Rule into thefe Colonizs : e cupcateslo
For taking away our Charters, abolithing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
For fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever :
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his ProteCtion and waging War againft us. ]
He has plundered our Scaf_, ravaged our Coafts, b};;nt our Towns, and deftrbyed the Lives of our People.
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Dea i . .
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarégely paralleled in thge moft barbarous Agesp, and rotally u:\:oglf):t[l;]’e gi?é“;??cigﬁzzgrﬁr:zi}gnalrcady begun with cir-
£ has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken iv igh S ar apai 6 - it
E“Hl e 0:20 faln ;heom{elxc,g;)hycghc?: H;:]‘Zl& Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againit their Country, to become the Executioners of their Friends and
It has excited domeftic Infurreions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Inhabitant ronti : .
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed I%cﬂru&ion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. tatseliousiitntion b R Han Savages, whofe
I every ftage of thefe Oppreflions we have Petitioned for Redre(s in the moft humble Terms : Our at iti i
ed I:\jm}hy A Prince, whofe Character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unﬁt‘:lo l{ff:}::?{ﬁlec[xﬁ?n:};:ZEPECE?,M(“ shionly iy epeats
Nor have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren. We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b I}O)E‘LAL" ifl.
unwarrantable Jurifdiction over us. We have reminded them of the Circumftances of our Emigration and Settlement here. e \’V‘y] :lr ‘g)l,)i.t[urc EYETicnC gn
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpalior‘m 'whichc ? L]Zp'p,“.-“ lto 4the1r natie
Connections and Corre(pondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity. We muft, th;:'rcforc ac \'0-‘1“», ‘“..e‘lvlm RGN
denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemiesin War, in Pe Friends. ! o Bl BG i,
W e, thereforc, the Reprefentatives of the UNITE D STATESIOEAMERICA niGENERAT € ONG r
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reitude of our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority‘of thc»"mdof;: )1R r,; ¥ Aﬁt‘mblgd, i,
lemnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FrReEE aAxD INDEPEND ﬁ’N p gop N (bclc }SO]OMCS’ {0
1 llegiance to tk tith Crown, and that all political Connegtion between them and the State of Great-Britain isTaAd‘r 1‘.’;; tLﬂ*t lh;"/ i
olved dthatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peu“e . c n~ <‘(:u§’\l:t i _“i it ly, s
Commerce, and to doall other A&s and Things which INDEPENDENT STATESs mayof rightdo. And for rl]n‘( 3 °““fb‘k‘_ Dmm'»cs_, Cﬂa'ull(n
: on the Protecion of divine Providence, we mutually pledge toeach other our Lives, our I‘u‘?(uncs, and our fAL:r;dulfi}iZ:)tro T linge wi

firm Re

Signed by ORD ER and in Benavre of the ConGRESS,
OHN ; :
ArTTesT. J 1 I{I\N(JOCK’ PRESIDENT.

CHARLES FTHOMSON SEcRrERARD

o £ PR
PuirapieLpriai PRIZTED By Jonn Duniap




INCONGRESS, JuLy 4 1706
A DECLARATION

By THE REPRESENTATIVES oF THE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
IN GENERAL CONGRESS AssgeMBLED.

HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceflary for one People to diffolve the Politi ; .
with another, and toha{Tume gmong the Powers of the Earth, the fcpar}ate and equal St:tciono‘:gcﬁ}iiidstgélli?wgagﬁ C&n?c&‘ed ‘Een’;‘
Nature’s God entitle them, a decent Refpe& to the Opinions of Mankind ires ths ~ Nature and o
o t1e Separation. , P P ind requires that they thould declare the caufes which impel them
Wre hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they arc end . .
) unalieqablc R_ighr.s, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit of I-h,ppincfs— -')Il‘h;tct:r}c:txsihlgé lt{lim}r“Cre(_a‘mr il 1 et
inftituted among Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Geverned, that whenever any Form of Government bec g S:;e Jovernments are
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolith it, and to inftitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch Ic’?'mc.s] fructive of Sh-efe
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effec their Safety and Happine(s. Prudence, indeed, 'will dictate th ltnCC}lp o and organizing
tablithed fhould not be changed for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath thewn, that M’nnkind are moread_{O\;_Cmmcnts long ?(‘
ovils are fufferable, than to right themfelves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train c;f Abufe: : 50[;? t:o ﬁ‘.lﬁ-er’ while
ing invariably the fame Objeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Pefpotifim, it is their Right, it is their Duty, to thr s an - urpations, purfu-
«ud to provide new Guards for their future Security. Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colonies; and fuch is g;w the ISI\: oﬂ‘_ (uc?.Govemmef)t,
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated ln'ur'ce ng “[,j]wh Cf)nfh'ams
haviag in dire& Objett the Eftablitlhment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to SC'mdid JW lclsdan farpations, all
He has refufed his Aflent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceflary for the public Good. b orid.
He has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended in their O ion till hi .
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. ’ B ir Operation till his Affent thould be obtained ;
He has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftriés cf People, unlefs thofe People would relinqui Y L.
the Legiflature, a Kight ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. ’ } ould relinquith th= Right of Reprefentation in
Hr has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofitory of thei N
fatiguing them int;Compliance with his Meafures. P y ¢ir public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for oppefing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Rights of the People
Her has refufed for a long Time, after (‘u~c‘h Diffolutions, to caufe others to be ele¢ted ; whereby the Legiflative Powers, itlcap1t;l-e of Annihilati
turned to the People at large for their exercife; the State remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion from “ﬁ‘thout apz:{mC] . at;?_n, ha‘:e e
H: has endeavourad to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftru&ting the Laws for Naturalization of Forei ncrs’- r;:f fonvu iR withio.
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners 5 refufing to pafs others
Hez has obiructed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amouat and Payment of their Salaries
Hr has ereed a Muliitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Subftance )
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures. '
Hr has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power.
Hr has combined with others to fubjet us to a Jurifdiction foreign to our Conftitution, and unacknowledged by our Laws; givi H :
pretended Legiflation : gec by aws 3 giving his Affent to their AQs of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us : :
Fox prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on the Inhabit ates
For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World : nhabitants of thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
For depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablithing therein an arbitrary G " s .
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for intbroducing the fame abfolute Raule into thefe Cﬂloni"g]: OvSHmet, QN cntitgingdts Bonsdanes; 1o
Tor taking away our Charters, abolithing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
For fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever ’
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Prote&tion and waging War againft us. )
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People.
Hr is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolation ith o
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Ages, and rotally unworthy t};e Hcadao[t? n’c?xf;;liz:c}l’rﬁlr::i}gnalmady beguniici ¢ -
He has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms 2 ainft their Country, to b D iorer : : i
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. ® § ¥» to become the Exccutioners of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Inhabitants of our Fronti i ;
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruétion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. ntiers, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
Ix every ftage of thefe Oppreflions ws have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moit humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti 9
ed Injury.” A Prince, whofe Charatter is thus marked by every aé& which may define a Tyrant, is unfitto bcpthc Rulc; é?nasf};zzel’kc’ze?em{“ ered only by repeat-
NoRr have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren. We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b thgir L" iflat
unwarrantable Jurifdition over us. We have reminded them of the Circumflances of our Emigration and Settlement here. P\Veyhavc a ~gca12dure to;)gtend e
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which woumpi[x)}ev't-xlt]o t e‘xr native
Coanections and Correfpondence. They too have been Jeaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity. We muft, therefore acquiefce in t" u\)}y ”f]]t( rrup; i
denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Encmiesin War, in Peace, Friends. >3 i Neceligys which
W, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the UNITE D STATESOF AMERICA, in GEneR
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reéitude of our Intentions, do, in the Name, and’by Authority‘of 31? OSdOPh:oG ]R r; S}’, (Aﬂén;ble‘d, ap-
lemnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, Frre axp INDEPEND Lng T S pie of thele h olenics, fo-
btolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Connccion between them and the State of Great-Britain isTar?dToE i: t tbat th;y da;r"e
folved ; and thatas FREE AND lIMNDEPENDENT ST A TES, theyhave full Power to levy War, conclude Peace. ’ comra&uifg\ll' z . :omﬂ,yb;-‘t;
Commerce, and to doall other Ats and Things which INDEPENDEN T STATES may of righr do. And for the {u’ ort of thi D,Mlvcesf eltal ‘11 '
f.rm Reliance on the Proteétion of divine Providence, we mutually pledge toeach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred ‘lsznor i Meclaration, with &

S{g);cdl;)/ OrRDER aud in Benavrv of the CoNGRESS,
JOHN HANCOCK, PRESIDENT.

CTTARLIES THOMSON, SEcRETARY.

Puniraverprnia: PrinTeED BY Jonn Dvuwiar.



IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands
which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate
and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--
That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends,
it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation
on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are

are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to
which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the
same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to
throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the
patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their
former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these
States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended
in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to
attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people
would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable
to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository
of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on
the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the
Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the
State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions
within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for
Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the
conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary
powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and
payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and
eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.



He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged
by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the
Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us In many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an
Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument
for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of
our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all
cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.
He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death,
desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the
most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country,
to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our
frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of
all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our
repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked
by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations,
which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the
voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces
our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies
are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the
British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to
be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude
Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent
States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of
divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.



The 56 signatures on the Declaration

President of Congress: John Hancock

Georgia: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton

North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn

South Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton
Maryland: Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Carrollton

Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, Jr.,
Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton

Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, George Clymer,
James Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross

Delaware: Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean

New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris

New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark
New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton

Massachusetts: Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry

Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery



